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   KOINONIA EXPANDS TO SERVE ADDITIONAL FAMILIES

                                                                  Growth. It is a word almost unheard of in the current economic environment,
      although for Koinonia it is a reality. Opport unity knocked last December and
     Koinonia answered by acquiring nine ICF/MR facilities from Phoenix Residential,
      another service provider. The merge brought a n additional 65 individuals into
     Koinonia's care and added 150 staff members to  the team. While the expansion
     of residential services mandated a complete an d comprehensive restructuring of
    Koinonia Homes, Inc., there are fundamental ope rations that will remain the same.

What Changed?
Koinonia is now the largest provider of IDD service s in the county, serving over 260 individuals and e mploying 450 staff mem-
bers.  Separate LLC divisions that operate under th e auspices of Koinonia Homes, Inc. have been established according to
service type and funding stream:

Koinonia Homes, Inc. - Includes two licensed waiver  residential and 44 supported living sites
Koinonia Community Services, LLC - Includes Koinonia's existing nine ICF/MR sites
Koinonia Partners Unlimited, LLC - Includes Phoenix Residential nine ICF/MR sites
Koinonia Enterprises, LLC - Adult Day Support and Vocational Services

What will remain the same?
Despite Koinonia's amazing growth, its mission: par tnering with people who have developmental disabili ties to achieve healthy,
fulfilling, enriched lives; guiding principles and core values have not changed. Growth will not dimin ish the effectiveness of
care nor the partnership with those served and thei r families and guardians.

Koinonia appreciates the support of individuals, fa milies, donors and
staff during this time of transition. Please look f or updates regarding
the merge in future newsletters.

 K.E.E.P.S.A.K.E.S. STORE OPEN FOR BUSINESS

K.E.e.p.s.a.k.e.s., which stands for Koinonia Enterprises Empowering
People with Skills and Assurance through Knowledge Experience and
Self-sufficiency, officially opened its doors to sta ff on March 26 th.
Located at the day-habilitation center in Brooklyn Heights, the hours of
operation are from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The pl an is to open
publicly in late summer. Story continued on page 3.

Koinonia!s Second Annual Healthy Family Fun/Walk Day
Sunday September 20th, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Garfield Park Reservation in Garfield Heights
Registration will be available soon by visiting www.koinoniahomes.org.

Do you have ideas to help make this a successful event?
Contact Communications Coordinator, Rachel Stallard at 216-588-8777 ext. 351.

Koinonia Homes, Inc. Inaugural Annual Luncheon
th

. Visit our website this summer for updated information.

$500 and Above 

Sultanas of Mahdi Caravan,  
   No. 142 

$100 to $499 

Platinum Restoration  
     Contractors, Inc. 
Ms. Carol Morton 
Mr. Michael Prokopius 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beastrom 
Ms. Charlotte Fornal 
Ms. Geraldine Keator 

$99 and Under 

Ms. Tiffany Skrine 
Ms. Charmaine McIntosh 
Ms. Jauhara Primm 
Ms. Tmeeka David 
Ms. Dominique Morris 
Ms. Jamie Tutt 
Mr. Reginald Auzenne 
Ms. DeShannon Gibbons 
Ms. Shannon Glanton 
Ms. Brittney Green 
Ms. Detesha Greene 
Mr. Antwain Hudson 
Ms. Joyce Knox 
Ms. Linda Maran 
Ms. Shannon Wright 
Ms. Valerie Jones 
Ms. Bethany Pistorius 
Mr. Curtis Arthur 
Ms. Mary Merritt 
Ms. Lita Prestamo 
Ms. Janean Singleton 
Ms. Michelle Artale 
Ms. Stephanie Barnes 
Ms. Glorene Bartley 
Ms. Shonda Billingslea 
Ms. Sheila Burton 
Ms. Holly Byrse 
Ms. Jacquila Cannon 
Ms. Cherie Cook 
Ms. Mary Eberhardt 
Ms. Raychele Fitzgerald 
Mr. Gary Fluharty 
Mr. Salvador Font Jr. 
Ms. Janet Gill 
Ms. Sara Hartmann 
Ms. Tiffany Henderson 
Ms. Tressa Hill 
Ms. Shawnta Hudson 
Ms. Lacinda Jenkins 
Ms. Bernice Johnson 
Ms. Jessica Love 
Ms. Jacqueline Martin 
Ms. Audrey McGhee 
Ms. Marianne Morgan-Bey 
Mr. Jamar Moultrie 
Mr. William A. Nolan Jr. 
Ms. Eva Novak 
Mr. Ellarry Oliver 
Mr. Osiris Ortiz 
Ms. Ashley Palm 
Ms. Nina Parker 

Ms. Nicole Parks 
Ms. Teameica Pippens 
Ms. Diana Pittman 
Ms. Linda Powers 
Ms. Fontayne Pride 
Ms. Olivia Robinson 
Mrs. DeAnn Sakacsi 
Mr. Adrian Smith 
Ms. Janet Spragg 
Ms. Angel Steel 
Ms. Jessica Taylor 
Ms. Consuela Williams 
Ms. Rochelle Williams 
Ms. Erin Robinson 
Ms. Tyneshia Brown 
Ms. Lenore Norman 
Mr. Jeff Starner 
Ms. Sheree Carroll 
Mr. Ernest Moon 
Ms. Norma Parker 
Ms. Stephie Roubal 
Ms. JulieAnna Anders 
Ms. Angela Bennett 
Ms. Beverly Butler 
Ms. Denise Colbert 
Ms. Aretha Crawford 
Ms. Amanda Dobransky 
Ms. Betty Fiebig 
Ms. DiSheila Fulks 
Ms. Frances Garrett 
Ms. Tammyelle Gholston 
Ms. Sharon Goodrum 
Ms. Jerri Grant 
Mr. Norman Hives 
Ms. Ester Hughes 
Ms. Robin James 
Ms. Jacqueline LaRue 
Ms. Barbara Mays 
Ms. Nicole McClellan 
Ms. Luvennia McCoy 
Ms. Marian Noch 
Ms. Janice Penland 
Ms. Dominique Phillips 
Ms. Lisa Riedel 
Ms. Tia Robinson 
Ms. Eugenia Robinson 
Ms. Lisa Sepulveda 
Ms. Annie Thompson 
Ms. Crystal Wilson 
Ms. Virginia Worthy 
Ms. Lynda Wright-Crosby 
Ms. Lisa Yim 
Ms. Martha DiLorenzo 
Ms. Tamika Henderson 
Mr. Andrew Howard 
Ms. Lenora Moore 
Ms. Shaveta Wright 
Mr. Ken Adams 
Ms. Linda Bland 
Ms. Doris Hall 
Ms. Janine Harris 
Ms. Rebecca Jones 
Ms. Artiste Jones 
Ms. Landia King 
Mr. Shannon Lumpkin 
Ms. Leah Pettigrew 
Mr. Jermaine Reid 
Mrs. Janice Smith-Morrison 

Ms. Angelina Spencer 
Ms. Dionne Stirtmire 
Ms. Madelene Lipinski 
Ms. Jacqueline Raith 
Mr. Robert V. Threadgill, Jr. 
Mr. Vinson Austin 
Ms. Shemale Lumpkins 
Mrs. Linda Moskus 
Ms. Carol Bernath 
Ms. Donald Bosley 
Ms. Maureen Dix 
Ms. Lynne Kessell 
Ms. Eydie Kremer 
Ms. Mary Alice Lehky 
Ms. Kathleen Looby 
Ms. Carol Maruna 
Ms. Marcella Murphy 
Ms. Linda Radefeld 
Ms. Audrey Sedor 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stack 
Ms. Lynn Thomas 
Ms. and Mr. Marilyn Zakrajsek 
Mrs. Theresa Alexander 
Ms. Darlene Battle 
Ms. Shevon Bennett 
Ms. Anjill Calozzuma 
Mr. Ronnie Chambers 
Ms. Phyllis Chisnell 
Ms. Tovia L. Cousin 
Ms. Beverly Crumble 
Ms. Johnnie Dawson 
Mrs. Nancy Disbrow 
Mrs. Nancy Disbrow 
Mr. Jamal Edwards 
Ms. Debra Freeman 
Ms. Wanda Gleske 
Ms. DeAonma Gooden 
Ms. Dera Grier 
Ms. Diana Hardemon 
Ms. Cynthia Harris 
Mr. Charlie Hill 
Mr. Jay Imel 
Ms. Rachel Jarrous 
Ms. Debra Martin 
Ms. Gail McPeake 
Ms. Dorothy Parks 
Ms. Donna L. Parsell 
Ms. Tiffany Poole 
Ms. Deborah Rice 
Ms. Latricia Rustin 
Ms. Georgia Shabazz 
Ms. Deltresa Smith 
Ms. Jodi Solomon 
Mr. Dan Tegarty 
Ms. Jennifer Testa 
Ms. Gena Underwood 
Ms. Bernice Wright 
Ms. Wendy Baker 
Ms. Laura Becka 
Mrs. Brenda Escayg 
Ms. Linda Goshay-Smith 
Ms. Kristen Todaro 
Ms. Tori Valentine 
Ms. Shereda Finch 
Ms. Diana Talley 
Transitions Unlimited 
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence P.  
     Clancy 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Fowler 
Ms. Lynne McMillan 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Porter 
Ms. Therese Prokopius 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Scott 
Ms. Muriel Shepard 
Ms. Renee Montgomery 
Mrs. Lina Shepherd 
Ms. Deanna Bura 
Mr. Rob de la Cruz 
Mr. Jeff Dubitsky 
Mrs. Gina Kerman 
Ms. Sharyn Lumpkin 
Ms. Patricia Marcuz 
Ms. Patricia Maultsby 
Ms. Carol Morton 
Ms. Tomica Palmer 
Ms. Vivian Porter 
Ms. Tamla Varner 
Mr. Robert V. Threadgill, Jr. 
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Peyton Finch Ford 

KC Henry 

In Memoriam 

Rita Prokopius 
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Ms. Carol Maruna 
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Mrs. Nancy Disbrow 
Ms. Eydie Kremer 
Ms. Madelene Lipinski 
Ms. Lynne McMillan 
Ms. Therese Prokopius 
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Ms. Jacqueline Raith 
Ms. Audrey Sedor 
Ms. Muriel Shepard 
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Mr. and Mrs. Greg Porter 
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Ms. Maureen Dix 

Koinonia Homes relies on friends and family to support its mission.  Thank you for making a
difference. Below are gifts received between January 1- March 20, 2009.

We have made every effort to
list our contributions accu-
rately. If we have made an error
or omission, please contact the
Department of Resource and
Program Development at (216)
588-5670.

Tuesday October 20 , 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
At the City Club of Cleveland



      UPDATE: ONE-ON-ONE ABOUT PEOPLE FIRST OF OHIO WITH JUANITA THOMPSON

A people person, passionate about her rights and he r beliefs, Juanita Thompson is taking steps to ener gize others around her to
get involved and make a difference.

Recently, we asked Juanita about her involvement wi th People First of Ohio. Beginning
in 1998 by a group of self-advocates, the organizat ion works to make sure people
with disabilities have the right to do what they wa nt in their lives, are responsible for
their own choices, and have the right to live and d o things in the community like
other citizens. Self-advocates like Juanita represe nt themselves by talking about
their needs and rights with people in their communi ties.

What is your role with People First?
I!m the Chaplin, the one who says the prayer. I spe ak up for people!s rights; break it
down for them.

What kind of things do you break down during your m eetings?
Rights. Like the spirit of speech, who does our bud get"money, and who takes care of
us.

Why is it important for you to be involved with Peo ple First?
I get other consumers involved to speak up for thei r own rights. So we can speak up about how we feel.  I tell them to speak out.
Because life is too short.

What do you like the most about your role?
People. I!m a people person. It!s fun because I get  to meet new people that come in.

Juanita has been with Koinonia for more than ten ye ars. For the last few years, she!s worked on a job crew at Koinonia Enter-
prises and participated in the Adult Day Support pr ogram. She is also working on her GED and vows to become a vet assistant,
dog groomer and animal warden.

For more information on People First of Ohio, visit  www. http://peoplefirstohio.org.

            K.E.E.P.S.A.K.E.S. STORE OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Continued from cover.

#We wanted a fully functioning, training facility t hat the public could come into
and get a whole new perspective of our skilled indi viduals,$ explains vocational
manager, Debbie Martin. #[It!s] a place where prosp ective employers [can]
actually see our individuals in a working environme nt.$

Ultimately, the goal of K.E.e.p.s.a.k.e.s. is to br eak down barriers, build new
relationships, and open doors to employment opportu nities. Koinonia has allowed
individuals involved with the store to not only rea lize these goals but has also
provided an amazing training facility to its vocati onal crew.

Everything in the store is made by Koinonia vocatio nal work crew members, including items such as fram ed art work, hand-
stenciled clay planters, etched wine glasses, decor ated photo albums, candle holders and more. K.E.e.p .s.a.k.e.s. also has its
own exclusive hand-made jewelry collection and has recently added a card collection and hand-made flee ce blankets.

Debbie graciously adds, #This is definitely not a o ne man operation and would not have been possible w ithout many, many
helping hands.$  Others can help by shopping at K.E.e.p.s.a.k.e.s and providing honest feedback on pro ducts, service and share
training ideas and opportunities.  Outside donation s of craft supplies are also greatly appreciated%

K.E.e.p.s.a.k.e.s. is located at Koinonia Enterpris es, 1200 Resource Drive, in Brooklyn Heights Ohio.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT WITH MARCELLA TOMKO

Marcella is a Recreational Therapist for Koinonia E nterprises Day Habilitation and Vocational Services  Center.

What is your alma mater?
Fight for the blue and gold%

I attended Kent State University and graduated with  a Bachelors of Science in leisure studies with a c oncentration in
therapeutic recreation and a minor in psychology.

What unique skills do you bring to Koinonia?
I am a C.T.R.S. (Certified Therapeutic Recreation S pecialist) and also spent two years in an AmeriCorp s program
serving adults with disabilities. The program provi ded social and recreational outlets for consumers o n evenings
and weekends.

What exciting plans do you have for the new day-hab  center?
I am working on more structured daily programming t hat is therapeutic in nature. We recently hired an art therapist
to work with clients on a weekly basis. I am also p lanning fun and educa-
tional community outings for clients such as a five -week long therapeutic
riding session at Fieldstone Farms in Chagrin Falls.

Another goal is to host networking opportunities fo r clients though fun
night and weekend activities, such as an NCBC (Next Chapter Book Club)
where clients can read great adaptive classics and socialize with friends.

Also on deck is training staff to work with therapy  dogs with the goal
being to eventually add one to the team%

What keeps you busy when you!re off the clock?  
Look for me out on the trails% I recently moved to North Royalton so I am
still out exploring. I really enjoy being outdoors,  going on hikes and biking
the trails. I love being close to Valley Parkway%

Anything you!d like to add?
Thank you everyone who helped these first few month s, from showing me
where something is to volunteering at the night and  weekend programs. It!s great to be in such a wonde rful work
environment with people who are working hard togeth er for a great cause. I am very happy to be with Ko inonia%

Koinonia continually relies on the generosity of ca ring friends and family & people just like you - wh o want to help
improve the lives of individuals with developmental  disabilities.  We appreciate all tax deductible gi fts, including
cash and in-kind gifts.  For more information on su pporting Koinonia!s mission, contact Shereda Finch,  Director,
Program and Resource Development at (216) 588-8777, ext. 109 or Shereda.Finch@koinoniahomes.org.

Consumer Wish List
·  Membership fees (YMCA, sport leagues, etc.)
·  Participation fees for classes (music, art, danc e)
·  Tickets/Entertainment (movies, Cedar Point, etc. )
·  Clothing and shoes
·  Appliances and furniture

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS!

To our supporters, staff and individuals: thank YOU  for 35 successful years%

It began 35 years ago with a house, eight women and  one sister!s mission
to create a home for those deserving individuals. T oday, Leans is one of 21
residential and 44 supported living sites served by  Koinonia Homes, Inc.
Who could have expected the seeds that Sister Mary Charles Szczecinski
planted would have blossomed into the organization that Koinonia is today?
I can" Because that same nurturing environment exists tod ay.

We!ve broken down physical barriers as well. When i t became apparent that
individuals wanted  additional adult day program se rvice options in the
 community, Koinonia established a program in 2006.   Last year when asked
 by the Cuyahoga Board of MRDD if we could increase our capacity in     the

program, we moved to a new facility & four times la rger than the previous site & to meet the growing n umber of individuals
and their needs. The new 16,000 square-foot facilit y serves individuals from nine other residential se rvice providers and
includes a multi-therapy room, horticulture room, c omputer room, game room and more.

But, it!s more than just growth as an organization.  I relish in the leaps and bounds of our most treas ured asset & our indi-
viduals. By providing tools and guidance, we!ve hel ped them thrive at home and in their communities.

So what!s next? To me, the possibilities are endles s. Though it!s not about quantity, but rather the q uality of people en-
trusted to care for others! loved ones. It!s about dedication, patience, kindness and, heck, having so me fun at the same
time.

Wow% That was a mouthful. But I can!t end without
saying two very important words: #thank you.$
Without the support of many friends and family,
we could not have accomplished so much. Here!s
to you"to our past"to our present"and to what
lies ahead.

Happy 35th%
Diane

Leans, Koinonia!s first residential
home in Garfield Heights, Ohio

Thank you Key Bank Volunteers%

On May 5th, Koinonia participated in Key Bank!s Neighbors Make
the Difference Day.  Bank volunteers participated i n arts and

crafts as well as recreational activities at Koinonia E nterprises
Adult Day Habilitation and Vocational Services Cent er.


